
On 15-17 October, Kings Place presents the 

second part of Beethoven Plus, an enterprising 

project created by violinist Krysia Osostowicz 

and pianist Daniel Tong, in which Beethoven’s 

chamber music is imaginatively programmed 

together with short new pieces which pay 

homage to the master.  

Three evening recitals include five of 

Beethoven’s violin sonatas, five premieres of 

miniatures inspired by Beethoven and guest appearances by the Dante Quartet and cellist Christoph 

Richter.  

Arising from their work on Beethoven’s violin sonatas, Krysia and Daniel invited ten composers to write 

short companion pieces, one for each sonata. All were given free rein to react in any way they liked, 

within a time frame of five minutes. The resulting new pieces form a conversation between past and 

present, showing how living composers respond to Beethoven, while also shining fresh light on 

Beethoven’s own sonatas, as radical and provocative now as they were 200 years ago. The fascinating and 

varied new works will be performed alongside the violin sonatas: in these October concerts at Kings Place 

we will hear companion pieces by Elspeth Brooke, Kurt Schwertsik, Jeremy Thurlow, Philip Venables and 

David Matthews.  

The first recital (15th Oct) features three contrasted works by Beethoven all in the key of Eb, 

culminating in the monumental opus 127 string quartet and including ‘Swoop’ by Elspeth Brooke. In the 

middle recital (16th Oct) Krysia and Daniel perform all three of Beethoven’s violin sonatas opus 30 – 

written concurrently but inhabiting three different worlds – with the new companion pieces ranging from 

serious and melancholy to comic and improvisatory. The last concert (17th Oct) brings together 

Beethoven’s opus 95, 96 and 97: the turbulent ‘Serioso’ string quartet, the magically ethereal tenth violin 

sonata - followed by David Matthew’s ‘Sonatina’ - and finally the great ‘Archduke’ piano trio.  

Krysia and Daniel are extremely grateful to Arts Council England, the Hinrichsen Foundation, Radcliffe Trust, Holst Foundation, RVW Trust and PRS for Music Foundation for their generous support of Beethoven Plus  
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Jeremy Thurlow ‘Mehlschöberl’ 

Companion to Sonata no. 8 in G major 

World Premiere 16th October   

David Matthews ‘Sonatina’ 

Companion to Sonata no. 10 in G major 

World Premiere 17th October  

Philip Venables ‘Op. 30/2, Bars 107–112’ 

Companion to Sonata no. 7 in C minor 

London Premiere 16th October 

Kurt Schwertsik ‘Unterwegs nach Heiligenstadt’  
Companion to Sonata no. 6 in A major  

World Premiere 16th October 

Elspeth Brooke ‘Swoop’ 

Companion to Sonata no. 3 in Eb major  

London Premiere 15th October 

Beethoven Plus 
Krysia Osostowicz (violin) 

Daniel Tong (piano) 
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Three Recitals at Kings Place in October 

 

Press Release (immediate release): A Beethoven cycle with a difference 

While Kings Place 

provides the perfect 

platform for Beethoven 

Plus in London, Krysia and 

Daniel are also taking the 

complete cycle to other 

venues such as Cambridge, 

Aberdeen, Sheffield and 

Bristol, and giving 

workshops and 

masterclasses in schools, 

music colleges and 

universities.  

 

In this way they will share 

their passion for 

Beethoven’s music with a 

large audience while 

introducing a wide range of 

new music in an accessible 

setting.  
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