
A Beethoven cycle with a difference: on 14th and 15th May, Kings Place will host the opening concerts of Krysia 

Osostowicz and Daniel Tong’s enterprising project, Beethoven Plus. These two acclaimed artists present the 

world premieres of five new pieces for violin and piano, alongside the five Beethoven sonatas which inspired them.  

Arising from their close collaboration on the violin sonatas, Krysia and Daniel decided to invite ten composers to 

write short companion pieces, one for each of Beethoven’s sonatas. These new pieces will create a dialogue between 

past and present, letting audiences see how living composers respond to Beethoven. Played together with their new 

companions, Beethoven’s sonatas will also be heard afresh, as radical and provocative as they were 200 years ago.  

The five new pieces in these May recitals are by Jonathan Dove, Peter Ash, Matthew Taylor, 

Judith Bingham and Huw Watkins, and will be heard alongside Beethoven’s sonatas op 12, op 23, 

the ‘Spring’ sonata and the ‘Kreutzer’ sonata. All the composers responded enthusiastically to the 
challenge and, apart from being assigned a particular sonata and given a time limit of five minutes, 

were all free to contribute in any way they liked. The results are fascinating and you can read Krysia 

and Daniel’s thoughts on each piece, below. 

The two May concerts contain the first part of the cycle, with the rest to follow from 15-17 October, also at Kings 
Place. Thereafter, Krysia and Daniel will take the entire set of Beethoven Plus concerts to other venues including 

Cambridge, Aberdeen, Sheffield and Bristol, including workshops and masterclasses in schools, music colleges and 

universities.  

With so many facets, Beethoven Plus is becoming an exciting musical adventure not only for the duo and the ten 

composers, but for their audiences and the young people involved in their educational work. Krysia and Daniel look 

forward to sharing the start of their journey with the audience at Kings Place on 14th and 15th May. 

Krysia and Daniel are extremely grateful to Arts Council England, the Hinrichsen Foundation, Radcliffe Trust, Holst Foundation, RVW Trust and PRS for Music Foundation for their generous support of Beethoven Plus  

For images and  further information, please see the website  
or contact Krysia Osostowicz:  

tel: 020 7976 5041 - email: pr@beethovenplus.com - website: www.beethovenplus.com 
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Matthew Taylor - ‘Tarantella Furiosa’: the title speaks for itself. Matthew has taken the 
finale of Beethoven’s ‘Kreutzer’ sonata by the scruff of the neck and written a wild sequel to 

it, stamping it with his own powerful rhythmic energy and many Beethovenian features.  

Companion to Beethoven Sonata  no. 9 in A major, ‘Kreutzer’ 

Huw Watkins - ‘Spring’: this is a lyrical piece, radiant and joyful in character, whose 
brevity belies its stature. The shimmering textures of the piano part support a glorious 

extended violin melody – again, closely related to the mood of the sonata which inspired it.  

Companion to Beethoven Sonata  no. 5 in F, ‘Spring’  

Judith Bingham - ‘The Neglected Child’, so called because Beethoven’s opus 23 is the 
most seldom played of the ten sonatas. Judith has written a haunting, melancholy piece 

reflecting the unsettled mood of Beethoven’s most concise sonata, written when he was 

beginning to lose his hearing. Companion to Beethoven Sonata  no. 4 in A minor 

Peter Ash - ‘A Major Chase’: another playful take on Beethoven, mirroring the quirkiness 
and eccentricity of the second sonata’s scurrying Allegro Vivace. A challenging piece with 

fistfuls of notes, but full of wit and imagination. It has a proper fugue in the middle.  

Companion to Beethoven Sonata  no. 2 in A major   

Jonathan Dove - ‘Ludwig Games’: just what we had imagined and hoped for as an opening 
fanfare for Beethoven Plus: a playful and joyous celebration of the D Major arpeggio which 

begins Beethoven’s first sonata.  

Companion to Beethoven Sonata  no. 1 in D major 
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