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“There is no doubt 

that the ten 
Beethoven sonatas 
represent the most 
important body of 

work for violin and 
piano. Only Mozart 
comes close in 

terms of a large-scale ‘cycle’, although there are later 
masterpieces by Schumann, Brahms, Franck, Bartók and 
others. As with so many of the genres that he touched, 
Beethoven set the standard to which all other composes 

aspired for many years afterwards. For a violin and 
piano duo, these works are central to everything we 
do.”  Krysia Osostowicz and Daniel Tong 

 

With this in mind, Krysia Osostowicz and Daniel 
Tong are about to embark on a major Beethoven 
cycle, with performances of the complete set at King’s 
Place in London, St. George’s Bristol, and further 
venues to be announced. It is, however,  a cycle with an 

important and very exciting new dimension: they have 
invited ten composers to write a short companion 
piece, each inspired by one of Beethoven’s sonatas. 
These new pieces, which will be programmed together 
with the original sonatas, will create conversations 
between living composers and Beethoven, and shed new 
light on what Beethoven’s music means to us today.  

The composers of the new companion pieces are: Peter 
Ash, Judith Bingham, Elspeth Brooke, Jonathan Dove, 
David Matthews, Kurt Schwertsik, Matthew Taylor, 
Jeremy Thurlow, Philip Venables and Huw Watkins. 

It will be fascinating to hear the new music that emerges.  

Beethoven’s sonatas will form a helpful starting-point for 
audiences to engage with the contemporary works, 
although it’s also possible that Beethoven himself may 
come across as the most innovative composer of them all!  

Krysia and Daniel also look forward to taking Beethoven 
Plus to schools, colleges and universities. The new pieces 
will give young people an insight into the way that 
different composers think, and they will in turn be invited 
to create their own companion pieces to Beethoven's 
music, inspired by the excitement of hearing these 
wonderful sonatas in live performance. 

Matthew Taylor “requested the Kreutzer 
sonata, which we were sure would work well 
with his high-energy rhythms and motifs” 

David Matthews “to whom we were happy to 
assign the wonderful tenth sonata, opus 96, as 
his transparent use of colour and texture seem 
ideally suited to that particular work”  

Jeremy Thurlow “immediately recalled a 
favourite passage from sonata no.8, which 
would form a starting-point for his piece”  

Kurt Schwertsik “elected to write a companion 
piece for one of the most lyrical sonatas, no 6 in 
A major”  

Philip Venables “is an edgy, original young 
composer and the dramatic quality of the 
seventh sonata seemed appropriate for him”  

Huw Watkins “having heard his new string 
quartet, with its lyrical chordal structure and 
rippling textures, we were delighted when Huw 
agreed to write a Spring companion”  

Elspeth Brooke “accepted the grand challenge 
of the virtuosic third sonata – though hopefully
she will not try to outdo Beethoven in the sheer 
quantity of notes for the piano”  

Judith Bingham “for whom we felt that the 
restless whirl of the fourth sonata would relate 
well to her way of writing”  

Peter Ash “the whimsical humour of sonata no. 
2 in A Major inspired us to approach American 
composer Peter Ash” 

Jonathan Dove “whose radiant use of 
traditional tonality suggested him as a perfect 
match for Beethoven’s joyful first sonata in D”  

Krysia and Daniel are very grateful to Arts Council England, The 

Hinrichsen Founda on, The RVW Trust, Holst Founda on and PRS for 

Music Founda on for their generous support. 

Further material: www.beethovenplus.com 
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